A new pyrone derivative, malakavalactone (2), was isolated from the acetone extract of Alpinia malaccensis fruits, along with a known compound kavalactone (1). The structure of the new compound was determined based on NMR and mass spectral data. Compounds 1 and 2 showed weak antibacterial activities against eight pathogenic bacteria.
Malakavalactone (2) was isolated as a brownish-yellow semi-solid. The NMR spectra of 2 (Table 1) exhibited signals characteristic of 1, namely a styryl group ( H 7.50, 7.38, and 7.33;  H 7.50 and 6.57), a conjugated lactone group ( C 161.5), and two oxygenated alkene carbon atoms ( C 164.0 and 158.6). A molecular formula C 28 H 32 O 3 was assigned to 2 from its HRMS-ESI TOF, suggesting that it is a farnesylated derivative of nor-1. In fact, the NMR spectra of 2 were devoid of methoxyl group signals, instead showing signals of a cis 1,2-disubstituted alkene ( H 6.49 and 5.36), two trisubstituted vinyl groups ( H 5.10 and 5.08), four methylene ( H 2.10, 2.05, 1.96, 1.81, and 1.66) and four methyl ( H 1.67, 1.59, 1.58, and 1.44) groups, and a tertiary oxycarbon atom ( C 82.7). These signals were consistent with the presence of a farnesyl group in compound 2, in which one of the vinyl groups formed a pyran ring with the oxygen atom at C-4. The attachment of this group was deduced to be at C-3 as an HMBC correlation was found between H-1' ( H 6.49) and the lactone carbon atom ( C 161.5). This was corroborated by other HMBC peaks between H-5 ( H 5.95) and C-4 and C-6 ( C 164.0 and 158.6, respectively). Other HMBC correlations as shown in Table 1 were consistent with structure 2 for malakavalactone. The stereochemistry at C-3' was not determined.
Compounds 1 and 2 were tested against eight clinical isolates of bacteria using a microdilution method, as described previously [6] . The results showed that both compounds had weak antibacterial properties (Table 2 ). However, in general, 2 was more active than 1. will contribute to its hydrophobicity, could be a factor in enhancing its antibacterial properties. 
